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Summary of the Audit Report Regularity and Performance Audit of the Operations of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning in Implementing the Environmental Policy from 2000 to 2004 
The Court of Audit of the Republic of Slovenia carried out an audit of operations of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning regarding its activities of monitoring water pollution, protection of surface water, groundwater and grounds in the area of the Mura River basin, the preparation and application of appropriate basis for operations of the Goričko Landscape Park and protection of biotic diversity in the Mura River basin and the Goričko Landscape Park.   
The audit objectives were to express an opinion on the regularity and an opinion on the efficiency and effectiveness of operations of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning (hereinafter: the Ministry) in monitoring water pollution, protection of surface water, groundwater and grounds in the area of the Mura River basin, the preparation and application of appropriate basis for operations of the Goričko Landscape Park and protection of biotic diversity in the Mura River basin and the Goričko Landscape Park.
As regards regularity of operations in the period from 2000 to 2004 of the Ministry, the Court of Audit expressed an unqualified opinion, due to the following irregularities:

· the Ministry did not develop a report on the environmental status for each year as demanded by the Environment Protection Act and it did not include in the report all data prescribed by the Act;

· the Ministry failed to prepare a temporary plan of water managing on the state level as demanded by the Water Act;

· the Ministry did not prepare a report on the implemented surface water monitoring for 2003 what is not in line with the Rules on Chemical Status of the Surface Water;  
· the Ministry did not prepare a report on the implemented surface water monitoring as regards supporting fish life for 2003 as defined by the Rules on Emission Monitoring of the Quality of Surface Water to Support Fish Life;

· the minister did not define a temporary management guidance for the park as defined by the Decree on the Goričko Landscape Park.  
On the basis of the audit findings regarding the efficiency of planning and the effectiveness of achieving the set objectives and implementing the Environmental Policy, the Court of Audit established that the process of planning the objectives was not efficient. The objectives of the Environmental Policy in the period from 2000 to 2004 were not planned in such a way to provide for the assessment of the pursuance of the targets. For the majority of the objectives the expected results were not specified, in addition the indicators, which are the basis for monitoring their pursuance, were not identified. For the measures determined for meeting the objectives it was not clear how much they contributed to the realisation of each objective. The Court of Audit assessed that the Ministry did not appropriately plan tasks in respect of the preparation of the National Environment Protection Programme, i.e. time tables for the development and adoption of decrees and measures relating to set objectives of water protection, land protection, conservation of biotic diversity, environment protection and founding of protected areas. Therefore, it was not possible to prepare, adopt and implement them in due time. The operational programmes concerning the reduction of the emission into waters from point sources and diffuse pollution sources that were adopted in the period form 1999 to 2004 did not define all necessary criteria for assessing the effectiveness of achieving the set objectives.   
The Court of Audit established that the Ministry met all the objectives set in the programmes with regard to the implementation of the emission monitoring and the objectives set by the Permanent Slovene Austrian Committee in the Mura River. Furthermore, the Court of Audit assessed that the operations of the Goričko Landscape Park could be more effective, namely the authorised bodies should evaluate the results of the habitats mapping and mapping and digitalising of spatial plans before the Goričko Landscape Park was founded.   
The Ministry started developing water management plans already during the audit, it also issued the report on the implemented surface water monitoring in 2003 and on implemented monitoring of the quality of surface water to support fish life, the report on ecological status should be completed by 2006 as prescribed by Article 106 of the new Environment Protection Act. Due to disclosed irregularities and inefficiencies, the Ministry was requested to submit to the Court of Audit a response report in 90 days after receiving the audit report indicating the corrective measures relating to the adoption of a temporary management guidance for the Goričko Landscape Park in line with Article 23 of the Decree on the Goričko Landscape Park.     
The Court of Audit provided the following recommendations to the Ministry:  
· to strengthen the international cooperation in nature protection and in managing the border areas;

· to prepare a guidance for the development of the operational programmes that should be adopted in line with the Resolution of the National Environment Protection Programme; 

· to provide for better cooperation between bodies of the Ministry when exercising the control over the surface water and groundwater pollution; 

· to strengthen the cooperation between the Goričko Landscape Park and the Raab Park in Austria and the Őrségi Park in Hungary, to develop a joint management plan that shall provide for the exchange of experience and best practice pertaining the management of parks and protected areas; the international cooperation between parks could enable them to improve their options in disbursement of funds from the European Structural Funds and the European Cohesion Fund.

Ljubljana, 20 December 2005
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